
A History of Portraiture
Studio Art with Mrs. Mendola 



What Is A Portrait?

A portrait is a painting, photograph, sculpture, or other artistic 
representation of a person, in which the face and its expression is 

predominant.

The intent is to display the likeness, personality, and even the 
mood of the person.



The Venus of Willendorf

• The first humans to be represented in art 
as the central subject of a work are 
pregnant women, or fertility Goddesses

• Discovered in Austria outside the town of 
Willendorf, The Venus of Willendorf is one 
of the oldest sculptural works ever 
discovered

• The piece dates from about 22,000 BC, 
even earlier than the Lascaux paintings



Egypt
• It was in Egypt, where living Pharaohs were given 

God-like status, that historic portraiture began

• Images of Deities and Pharaohs were painted and 
carved in places of spiritual importance, such as 
temples, tombs, and palaces

• Frontalism, the technique utilized by Egyptian 
painters who rendered human subjects, stressed 
the importance of the Pharaoh’s profile

• In frontalism, the subject’s body faces forward, 
but his head is turned to the side, with the eye on 
the viewer’s side being fully visible.





Relief Portraits 

Funerary Mask 



Greece

• Venus de Milo, is an ancient Greek 
statue and one of the most famous 
works of ancient Greek sculpture

• The date of origin is estimated at being 
sometime in the second century B.C

• It is believed to depict Aphrodite (Venus 
to the Romans) the Greek goddess of 
love and beauty and fertility
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Renaissance

• The driving mood of the French and 
Italian renaissance was that of 
’humanism’, a new emphasis on the 
perfection of the human form

• Southern Europe became a fruitful 
environment for portraiture, and its 
style became the basis for portraiture 
in the following two and a half 
centuries.



Mona Lisa
Leonardo Da Vinci, 

1503-06
Oil



Baroque and Rococo
During the baroque and rococo periods (17th century 
and 18th century, respectively), portraits became even 
more important.

In a society dominated increasingly by secular leaders 
in powerful courts, images of opulently attired figures 
were both symbols of temporal power and wealth

Flemish painters Sir Anthony van Dyck and Peter Paul 
Rubens excelled at this type of portraiture.

Also during these periods, artists increasingly studied 
the facial expressions that accompanied different 
emotions and they emphasized the portrayal of these 
human feelings in their work.

Van Dyck
Self Portrait With A 

Sunflower

Rubens
The Artist and His First Wife, 

Isabella Brant, in the 
Honeysuckle Bower



Las Meninas                                        Diego Valazquez                                        1656



The Swing                                        Fragonard                                                     1767 



Neoclassicism, Romanticism, 

and Realism

In the late 18th century and early 19th century, 
neoclassical artists depicted subjects attired in the 
latest fashions, which were derived from ancient 
Greek and Roman clothing styles.

Ingres
Madame Rivière

Romantic artists, who worked during the first 
half of the 19th century, preferred to paint 
exciting portraits of inspired leaders and agitated 
subjects, using lively brush strokes and dramatic, 
sometimes moody, lighting.

Delacroix
 Liberty Leading The 

People

The realist artists of the mid-19th century created 
objective portraits depicting ordinary people.

Courbet
Portrait of Jo



20th Century Portraits 

Portraits made during the early 20th century turned away 
from the traditional or formal style of painting. Instead, 
artists during this time wanted to show reality in different 
ways

 

        Cubism    Futurism    Pop



Pablo Picasso
Weeping Woman 
1937



Andy Warhol, Marilyn Monroe, 1967 

Roy Lichtenstein



Contemporary Portraits 

Contemporary art is the art of today, produced in the late 
20th or 21st century.
Contemporary portraits can be done in numerous 
mediums, including photography, digital art, and 
traditional forms such as painting and drawing. 
Some contemporary artists depict issues via their artwork

 



Chuck Close





Kehinde Wiley 



But what is the difference 

between Portraits

& 

Selfies? 



Portraits are paintings, drawings, or photographs of a 
person especially depicting the face.
Portraits are created by artists who try to capture the 
likeness of the person, emotion, and lifestyle 

Self-Portraits are portraits created of and by the artist

Selfies are photographs taken of oneself either through 
a mirror, cell phone, or webcam.  











Your Mission
You will be creating a contemporary selfie or self-portrait in 
the style of Kehinde Wiley
                  This will be a multi-step project 

Requirements:
1. Send Mrs. Mendola a selfie or self-portrait                                                                 

Those not willing to do a portrait may take a photo of 5 or more owned objects 
that are sentimental to you and represent who you are

2. Trace out the main contours of your image and sketch 
the minor details on your final copy paper, including the 
values (darks, mediums, lights) shown on your portrait 

3. Sketch a design you would want in the background of 
your selfie. This will be done on a small tracing paper and 
will be repeated throughout your painting. This should also 

represent who you are and what you like (brand logo, 
emojis, snapchat filters, symbols)



Your Mission Continued

Requirements:
3. Choose a color scheme for your painting. You will need 
a minimum of 4 colors and they also should range from 

dark, medium and light. 
3.a. We will create a color guide, or key, in order to keep all 

the values consistent with color
4. Sketch in your background with your pattern design
 4.a. The background pattern can overlap your portrait

4.b. The background pattern can be a different color family 
and/or different material  

5. Use appropriate sized brushes to paint your portrait 
** Note: You will be responsible for cleaning all materials appropriately**

CHECK THE RUBRIC FOR ALL REQUIREMENTS!


